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Schell, Jonathan. History in Sherman 
Park: an American family during the 
Reagan-Mondale election. 
Knopf. 1987. c. l44p. LC 87-45239. ISBN 
0-394-56300-X. $15.95. POL SCI 
Although not as powerful as his Fate 
of the Earth (U 4/15/82), Schell' s 
sixth book is a compelling analysis of 
voting decisions made by a suburban 
Milwaukee couple , their family, and 
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friends. Schell records the subjects ' 
comments and his observations and 
analysis . Most of the subjects came 
of age in the 1960s and 1970s; by ex-
ploring their histories, Schell consid-
ers changes in the political climate 
over 25 years. Recurring themes are 
the economy, the " optimism-pessi-
mism dichotomy" of the Reagan-
Mondale election, and the receding 
interest in political issues among to-
day's voting-age population. An in-
teresting slice-of-life look at voting 
decisions.-Robert Aken, Univ. of 
Kentucky Lib. , Lexington 
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